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Josefa Baker, Department of the Interior (U.S. Geological Survey) 
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1.  Opening  
 
Chairman Flora opened the meeting at 9:32 a.m. and invited members, staff, and guests to introduce 
themselves.  
 
2.  Minutes of the 809th Meeting 
 
The minutes of the 809th meeting, held December 13, were approved as submitted. 
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3.  Reports 
 
3.1  BGN Chairman (Dillon) 
 
Dillon reported on the political agreement between Greece and Macedonia (to change the name of the latter 
county to North Macedonia.  Although the United Nations has been informed of the change, the Foreign 
Names Committee has not yet approved the change for Federal use due to a procedural problem.  The FNC 
distributed an informal decision paper and the official confirmation should occur soon.  
 
The first session of the newly constituted United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names 
(UNGEGN) will take place April 29 to May 3, 2019, in New York City.  Any members interested in 
attending as part of the U.S. delegation should contact Dillon as soon as possible.  In recent years, the 
delegation has been largely comprised of Foreign Names Committee (FNC) members and staff; however, 
Dillon strongly encouraged participation by the Domestic Names Committee because the focus at the 
session is on domestic names standardization.  A provisional agenda will be distributed when available. 
 
The Maryland State Geography Bee will be held on March 29, 2019.  Dillon, Jacqueline Nolan (former 
Library of Congress deputy member), and Trent Palmer will be volunteering for the event.  The period to 
volunteer has passed, but Dillon has offered to let members and staff know in advance of future events. 
 
The next quarterly meeting of the Full Board will take place Tuesday, April 16, at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Department of the Interior, Kiowa Room.   
 
3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Yost) 
 
The next FNC meeting will take place on Tuesday, March 12, at the National Geospatial-Intelligence 
Agency. 
 
Yost shared a video clip of BGN Executive Secretary Emeritus Meredith “Pete” Burrill’s appearance in 
1964 on the game show To Tell the Truth.  In describing his duties, Burrill referred to the BGN’s decision 
in 1949 to change the name of the town of Mole Hill, West Virginia, to Mountain; decisions by the BGN to 
change the names of over 100 lakes named Mud Lake as of July 1964; and a BGN vote to change the name 
of the city of Hot Springs, New Mexico, to Truth or Consequences.  Yost clarified that in fact there was no 
formal BGN vote on the name Truth or Consequences, and that the BGN had voted to rename 106 lakes 
named Mud Lake and either retained or applied the new name Mud Lake for thirteen lakes. 
 
3.3  Special Committee on Communications (Forrest) 
 
There was no report. 
 
Following Nolan’s recent retirement, members discussed Forrest’s role as interim chair of the Special 
Committee on Communications (SCC).  Dillon asked the members to consider her appointment as chair.  
He will ask the Executive Committee to formalize the action, which will be voted on at the next Full Board 
meeting. 
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3.4  Executive Secretary (Yost) 
 
Due to the possibility of another partial government shutdown beginning at midnight on February 15, Yost 
stated that the March DNC meeting will be held only if any shutdown ends on or before March 11.  This 
will allow the Secretariat time to prepare and distribute the docket ahead of the meeting.  (The January 
DNC was canceled due to the previous five-week shutdown.) 
 
The 2019 annual meeting of the Council of Geographic Names Authorities (COGNA), scheduled to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, has been postponed until August 5—9, 2019.  Flora distributed the 
announcement from the COGNA website. 
 
Representative Liz Cheney (WY-R) has submitted H.R. 564, a bill to preserve the name of Devils Tower.  
The bill states, “The mountain at the Devils Tower National Monument, Wyoming, located at 44°35’26”N, 
by 104°42’55”W, and the area located at 44°35’21”N, by 104°41’48”W [the unincorporated populated 
place of Devils Tower], shall be known and designated as ‘Devils Tower.’”  Senator Michael Enzi (WY-R) 
subsequently submitted S. 144 with the same language.  Because of these pending pieces of legislation, the 
BGN will take no action for the next two years on the pending proposals to change the name of the pillar 
and populated place to Bear Lodge.  See, Policy I, sec. 2. 
 
Yost replied to an inquiry about the origin of the name of Swastika Lake in Wyoming in the Medicine Bow 
National Forest.  Not much information could be found, but the name was published in the 1930s before the 
rise of Hitler and the Nazi party’s leadership of Germany, which suggests that the name refers to the 
symbol’s original meaning of auspiciousness and good luck.  Yost has asked other individuals familiar with 
the area for any additional insight into the name’s history. 
 
Tischler asked about the reply to the letter sent in June 2017 by the Senate Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs Committee to the Secretary of the Interior regarding the BGN’s Derogatory Names 
Policy.  Yost replied that a draft response was sent to the Secretary’s Office indicating that the DNC had 
discussed the matter several times over the years and always decided to continue to evaluate each proposal 
on a case-by-case basis.  
 
Forrest asked about the status of the BGN member and deputy member reappointment letters. Yost replied 
that despite the persistent delays in approval of letters for the current two-year term, the process will start 
next month for the next term. 
 
3.5  Staff (Runyon) 
 
Quarterly Review List 434, comprising 64 new name and name change proposals, was completed during the 
first week of February and posted at the BGN website.  A notice was sent out to all federally recognized 
Tribes and Tribal Historic Preservation Officers recognized by the National Park Service, as well as to BGN 
members, State names authorities, and other interested parties.  The Secretariat has begun contacting local, 
State, and Federal partners for feedback on the proposals. 
 
The BGN has received a proposal to change the name of Mount Rainier to Tacoma.  Because identical or 
similar proposals have been received in the past and not entertained by the BGN due to a lack of evidence 
of widespread support or justification, and because the BGN has repeatedly affirmed that the official name 
is Mount Rainier, the Secretariat informed the proponent that the new proposal would not be considered 
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unless there is more of a local grassroots effort to change the name.  More justification will be needed than 
that proposed to the BGN in the past. 
 
A proposal has been received to change the name of Negro Bar near Sacramento to Freedom Bar.  The 
existing name likely refers to African-American miners who lived in the area during the time of the Gold 
Rush.  The proponent stated that she believes “the name Freedom Bar is inclusive and respectful of the 
unity that this space is for all the people at this time and in it’s [sic] history.” 
 
The proponent of the name Betty Pond, which the BGN voted not to approve at its December 2018 meeting 
(thus retaining the name Brazell Pond for Federal use), emailed the Secretariat to state his disappointment 
with the decision.  He asked if the proposal justification was fully presented to BGN members and if there 
was any appeal process.  The proponent did not provide any new information not available at the time of the 
decision, so the BGN will not revisit its decision. 
 
Runyon has been asked by a number of USGS geospatial liaisons about the process whereby hydrographic 
names found in local and State datasets can be added to GNIS.  Because many of these names lack 
background details, or in the case of apparently commemorative names, biographical details, many of the 
names cannot be added directly into GNIS and will likely require the full BGN review process.  The 
Secretariat will evaluate the names as they are received and determine which need BGN votes.  Because the 
USGS’s National Hydrography Dataset cannot use any name that does not appear in GNIS, the geospatial 
liaisons are following correct procedure.  
 
Tribal liaisons from the USGS lidar and 3DEP programs have contacted Runyon about the BGN’s Tribal 
outreach procedure under Policy X.  Runyon and O’Donnell are working on sharing the most current Tribal 
contact list.  Following a brief discussion of the revised Policy X, and a recognition that it has resulted in 
more work for the BGN Secretariat (because of the need to verify the most up-to-date contact information 
for each Tribal leader and THPO) and for the Tribes (they must review the Review List and determine 
which proposals they might be interested in), it was agreed that the process better respects Tribal decision-
making authority. 
 
Members have been apprised previously of the two pending proposals to change the names of summits with 
the name Jeff Davis Peak, one in California and one in Nevada.  The original change proposed for the 
summit in Nevada, Smalls Peak, was withdrawn due to lack of support from the Nevada Board on 
Geographic Names (NBGN).  Robert Smalls, although likely deserving of a name due to his importance in 
the history of South Carolina, had no association with the summit or Nevada.  The NBGN received a 
proposal to change the name of the summit to the Shoshone name Doso Doyabi, which was approved at its 
January meeting.  The BGN is awaiting a recommendation from the National Park Service but is expected 
to vote on the proposal in the next few months. 
 
Runyon was interviewed by 5280 Magazine about the pending proposal to change the name of Mount 
Evans to Mount Cheyenne Arapahoe.  Denver Parks and Recreation, which manages a park near the 
summit, is reaching out to interested parties in Colorado.  
 
The BGN received an inquiry about how Henry Gannett, one of the founding members of the BGN, 
pronounced his last name.  Runyon researched it, and with the assistance of colleagues at the National 
Geographic Society, determined that it was pronounced with the stress on the first syllable, like the bird.  
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The proposal to change the name of Runaway Negro Creek near Savannah in Chatham County, Georgia, to 
Freedom Creek was received by the BGN in December.  This proposal was the subject of a Georgia Senate 
Resolution passed earlier in the year.  The Secretariat will ask the county for its opinion about this proposal 
and the counter-proposal received earlier to change the name to Burntpot Creek, an associative name with 
the adjacent Burnpot Island.  
 
It was reported that Jacqueline Nolan and Doug Vandegraft, who both retired in late 2018, send their 
greetings to the BGN members 
 
3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (McCormick) 
 
The BGN and Geographic Names Information System (GNIS) websites have been running slow for at least 
a week.  McCormick has asked the database administrators to look into the issue. 
 
McCormick has been asked about the storage of GNIS databases and records at the National Archives and 
Records Administration.  McCormick was not aware of any prior schedule, but Yost clarified that there 
have been requests for data snapshots every five years or so. 
 
In addition to the inquiries made to Runyon, the USGS geospatial liaison from California has asked 
McCormick about names in NHD and in the Watershed Boundary Dataset.  She provided an explanation 
regarding the BGN’s approval process. 
 
McCormick, Yost, and Runyon participated in a discussion with a USGS data analyst and National 
Geospatial Program staff regarding the use of Uniform Resource Indicators (URIs) for permanent linking 
GNIS data.  Staff provided information regarding the database and Feature IDs, and as a result, further 
research by the USGS data analyst will be conducted and more discussion with GNIS staff is expected. 
 
The Drupal conversion of all USGS websites continues after a delay due to the recent government 
shutdown.  The shutdown also delayed the production of the bimonthly GNIS download files.  New files 
will be posted in March, and the regular schedule will resume in May.  
 
The chair of the NBGN asked McCormick about how names are given to benchmarks on summits.  There 
have been questions about whether these names refer to the geographic feature.  McCormick replied that 
they are typically given by surveyors, are not subject to any review process, and may have no relation to the 
official name of the summit, if any exists.  
 
Although the shutdown delayed GNIS staff replacement process, McCormick continues to work on 
replacing two GNIS staff who left in the second half of 2018. 
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4.  Docket  
 
Please refer to the attached Docket for a description of each proposal.  For new names approved at this 
meeting, the newly assigned GNIS Feature ID (FID) has been noted following the name.   
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested 
parties 
 
Change Price Pond (FID 1184478) to Lenape Lake, Pennsylvania (Review List 433) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.  Members discussed the longstanding nature of 
the existing name, but it was pointed out it had only appeared on USGS maps and that a number of other 
names have been used over the years. 
 
 Vote:   14  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names  
 
Dragonfly Lake, Wisconsin (Lac du Flambeau Reservation) (Review List 427) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing the lack of state and tribal support.  Some 
members questioned whether the Secretariat should contact the Lac du Flambeau Band to inquire if they 
intend to submit a proposal for a different name that the Band claims is used locally.  It was agreed that 
because the proposal was processed under the former procedure for contacting tribes, the BGN should 
proceed with its vote, noting simply that the Band stated in June 2017 that it is opposed to the proposal and 
no communication has been received since.  The Band will be notified of the decision and they may submit 
a proposal if they wish. 
 
 Vote:   14  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Shippee Pond, Connecticut (Review List 428) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  One member questioned why no Tribes were 
contacted, despite at least two Tribes having a significant presence nearby.  It was explained that under the 
previous procedure for contacting Tribes, the NAGPRA list of Tribes, which provided areas of interest for 
each Tribe, was used.  This list was incomplete, which is one of the reasons that the new policy was 
developed.  Members asked the Secretariat to contact the Mashantucket Pequot Tribe and the Mohegan 
Tribe of Indians of Connecticut to ask them directly about this proposal. 
 
The Secretariat stated that many cases processed under the old tribal policy are still pending, primarily 
because one or more interested parties has yet to provide input.  Some of these cases may be in areas where 
no tribes were contacted because none were listed in NAGPRA, or because NAGPRA was incomplete.  It 
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was agreed that these proposals should continue to be processed as scheduled, and that the Secretariat 
would rely on members with knowledge of tribal interest areas to ask for a deferment until the appropriate 
tribal contacts could be made. 
 
The motion and second to approve the name were withdrawn.  A motion was made and seconded to defer a 
vote until the two additional Tribes have had an opportunity to comment.  The motion passed by 
acclamation. 
 
Ruffs Run, Pennsylvania (Review List 433) (FID 2797804) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.   
 
 Vote:   13  in favor 
                0  against 
                  1  abstention 
 
Change Pruess Lake (FID 1455927) to Preuss Lake, Utah (Bureau of Land Management) (Review List 
433) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
 
 Vote:   14  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
IV. Revised Decisions  
 
Change Pine Spring Creek (BGN 2017) (FID 2786895) to Wheeler Wilcox Creek, Wisconsin (Review 
List 430) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
 
 Vote:   14  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
V.  New Names agreed to by all interested parties  
 
Blink Creek, Oregon (Willamette National Forest) (Review List 432) (FID 2797803) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   13  in favor 
                0  against 
                  1  abstention 
 
One member left the meeting. 
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Riverwood Lake, Tennessee (Review List 433) (FID 2797805) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   13  in favor 
                0  against 
                  0  abstentions 
 
5.  Other Business 
 
There was no other business. 
 
6.  Closing 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:21 a.m.   
 
The next Domestic Names Committee meeting will be held March 14, 2019, at 9:30 a.m. at the Department 
of the Interior, Kiowa Room. 
 
       (signed) Louis A. Yost    
    
       ____________________________ 
       Louis A. Yost, Executive Secretary 
 
APPROVED 
(signed) Andrew Flora 
 
_______________________ 
Andrew Flora, Chair 
Domestic Names Committee 
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U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

DOCKET 
February 2019 

 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested 

parties 
 

Change Price Pond (FID 1184478) to Lenape Lake, Pennsylvania 
(Review List 433) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=41.7955217&p_longi=-
75.184706&fid=1184478 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Price Pond, an 18-acre lake in Manchester Township in Wayne 
County, to Lenape Lake.  The lake drains into Little Equinunk Creek and eventually into the Delaware 
River.  According to the proponent, the lake is not known locally as Price Pond, a name that came from a 
family that he says no longer resides in the county.  (An unincorporated place named Priceville is located 
one mile away.)  He claims the lake is known locally as Indian Head Lake because it is entirely within the 
property of a camp that was formerly known as Indian Head Camp.  The name of the camp was recently 
changed to Camp IHC and the owners began referring to the lake as Lenape Lake to better relate to the 
Native American heritage of the area.  The inhabitants of the area in pre-Colonial times were a group of 
Lenni Lenape people who spoke the Munsee dialect of the Lenape language.  Today, descendants of the 
Lenni Lenape are members of the Delaware Nation, the Delaware Tribe of Indians, the Stockbridge Munsee 
Community, and several First Nations in Canada.  
 
The name Price Pond has been labeled on USGS topographic maps since 1920.  The proponent reports that 
by the 1928, the lake was known as Pine Lake, as shown in an advertisement for the Pine Lake Country 
Club in the Wilkes-Barre Record.  In 1940, Todd Lake Properties, Inc. took over management of a camp 
next to the lake and renamed it Todd Lake (this name could not be independently confirmed but is reported 
by the proponent and local historical societies).  In the 1940s, the lake was again called Pine Lake when the 
camp was taken over by Indian Head Camp, Inc. and shown on a 1950 map of Wayne County camps 
provided by the proponent.  It then acquired the name Indian Head Lake.  This name was also referenced in 
a 1971 issue of Pennsylvania Angler.  The owners of the camp have recently begun to use the name Lenape 
Lake and the lake is labeled as such on a map and in text at its website.   
 
The proponent provided letters of support for the change to Lenape Lake from the Equinunk Historical 
Society, the Manchester Township Board, the Wayne County Commissioners, and the Wayne County 
Department of Planning/GIS.  These groups state:  “The name Lenape Lake not only is more authentic and 
respectful than Indian Head Lake, but also far more meaningful in conveying the heritage of the area to 
others.”  The Pennsylvania Geographic Names Committee has no objection, although one member noted 
that there were already a large number of waterbodies in eastern Pennsylvania with “Lenape” in their 
names. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
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GNIS lists a Lake Lenape 40 miles to the south, a Lenape Lake 56 miles to the south, and a Lenape Lake 
100 miles to the south.  In 2012, the BGN approved the name Lenni Lenape Run for a stream in Chester 
County.  
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names 

 
Dragonfly Lake, Wisconsin 

(Lac du Flambeau Reservation) 
(Review List 427) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=45.93561&p_longi=-89.8642 
 
The new name Dragonfly Lake is proposed for a 37-acre lake in the Town of Lac du Flambeau in Vilas 
County.  The proponent, who owns a retirement home on the lake, “would like to see it named to reflect the 
hundreds of thousands of multi-colored dragonflies that are there each Spring and Summer.” 
 
The lake is located on private and Tribal lands within the boundaries of Lac du Flambeau Reservation.  A 
plat map published in 2000 by Rockford Map Publishers labeled the lake as Monks Lake, and a 2016 article 
in The Lakeland Times indicates that locals used this name in recognition of previous property owners.  
Online real estate listings for properties on the lake use the name Monks Lake. 
 
The Lac du Flambeau Town Board supports the proposal for Dragonfly Lake, while the Vilas County Board 
has no opinion.  The Wisconsin Geographic Names Council voted to approve the name conditional on no 
objection from the Lac du Flambeau Band. 
 
Because the lake is located entirely within the boundaries of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation, only the Lac 
du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians was asked to provide a recommendation on the 
proposal.  The Lac du Flambeau Band responded that it “objects to the proposed plan to change Monks 
Lake to Dragonfly Lake” and that “the Tribal Constitution provides that the territorial jurisdiction of the 
Tribe shall extend to ‘. . . all land and water within the original confines of the Lac du Flambeau 
Reservation. . . .’”  The BGN staff asked the Band if they wished to formally propose the name Monks Lake 
in July 2017 and provided a copy of the BGN’s application form, but no response has been received. 
 
GNIS does not list any features in Wisconsin with “Dragonfly” in their names. 
 
III.   New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties  
 

Shippee Pond, Connecticut 
(Review List 428) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=41.31347&p_longi=-72.34387 
 
The new commemorative name Shippee Pond is proposed for a small pond in the Town of Old Lyme in 
New London County.  The name is intended to commemorate Nathan Shippee (1919-2012), an Army 
veteran and businessman who bought land containing the lake and later donated it to the Connecticut 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP; now the Connecticut Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection [DEEP]).  DEP built its Marine Headquarters Office on the property, which later 
became Ferry Landing State Park.  According to the proponent, Mr. Shippee enhanced the lake with some 
excavations. 



11 
 
 
Mr. Shippee served in Europe during World War II, participating in invasions in North Africa, Italy, and 
southern France.  He commanded a company that assisted the French Resistance and opened a strategic 
port.  He was awarded the Bronze Star by the United States, as well as l’Ordre du Mérite Maritime by 
France.  After his service, he worked as a banker in Shanghai, and then in Connecticut in industrial and 
packaging sales.  He founded Prudential Funds and developed new methods of financing oil exploration.  
With his wife, he opened the Old Lyme Art Works Gallery and the Shippee Gallery in New York City.  
After surviving the crash of a Mohawk Airways flight in 1963, he published philosophical essays on the 
meaning of life and helped introduce Jain meditation to the U.S. 
 
After Mr. Shippee donated the land to DEP in 1999 and on the occasion of his 81st birthday, the name 
Shippee Pond was designated by the Connecticut Secretary of the State.  A dedication ceremony was held at 
the site.  
 
The name Shippee Pond, as proposed, refers to a small, deep lake adjacent to a larger, more shallow, 
marshy wetland (see Figure 1).  When the wetland floods, the lake and wetland are one contiguous 
waterbody.  The lake in question is owned by the State, whereas the wetland is open space owned by the 
Town of Old Lyme.  Use of names for waterbodies in the area is inconsistent.  For example, in 2009, the 
Old Lyme Planning Commission noted that a parcel being donated as open space contained “a large portion 
of Shippee Pond with some associated wetlands and abuts the DEP property along Ferry Road.”  The Old 
Lyme Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission (OLIWWC) also used the name Shippee Pond, 
although it is unclear to what feature the name applied.  However, the unofficial name Eklund Pond is used 
from 2014 to at least 2016 by the OLIWWC and the Old Lyme Open Space Commission.  Use of the latter 
name appears to apply to the entire waterbody; that is, to the proposed Shippee Pond and the adjacent 
wetland collectively.  The name Eklund Pond refers to David and Mary Eklund, the current owners of the 
land who donated the open space to the town. 

  

 
Figure 1. Shippee Pond as proposed is circled in red on the left. The names Shippee Pond and Eklund Pond 
are sometimes applied to both the lake and the adjacent wetland.  Flooding conditions shown on the right; 
the wetland to the east is contiguous with Shippee Pond.  Ferry Road is west of the pond and wetland, 
Sandpiper Point Road is to the east.  NHD shows these as two distinct features: a waterbody to the 
northwest and a wetland to the southeast. 
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Real estate listings for properties and homes along Sandpiper Point Road, east of the pond and wetlands, 
report views of Shippee Pond, but it is unclear if the name applies to the lake, the wetland, or both. 
 
A painting completed sometime prior to 1996 by an Old Lyme artist depicts the pond or wetland and is 
titled “Shippee Pond/Old Lyme pond” [sic]; the name “Old Lyme Pond” is not found in reference to this 
pond in any sources.   
 
The name Shippee Pond was originally proposed to the BGN in 2015 by an employee of DEEP, who was 
informed of the five-year waiting period of the BGN’s Commemorative Names Policy. 
 
The Connecticut State Names Authority recommends approval of the name Shippee Pond.  As part of their 
review, they asked the Town of Old Lyme for an opinion; no response was received, which is presumed to 
indicate a lack of opinion.  According to NAGPRA, there are no federally recognized tribes with an interest 
in New London County. 
 
According to GNIS, there are no other features in Connecticut with “Shippee” in their names. 
 

Ruffs Run, Pennsylvania 
(Review List 433) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=40.665997&p_longi=-76.113385 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=40.677422&p_longi=-76.130959 
 
The new commemorative name Ruffs Run is proposed for a 1.3-mile-long tributary of Mahannon Creek in 
West Brunswick Township and North Manheim Township in Schuylkill County.  The name would 
commemorate the proponent’s grandparents, Alexander (1889-1970) and Bessie (1895-1981) Ruff, who 
purchased a farm along the stream in 1939.  They planted crops, as well as Scotch pines to sell as Christmas 
trees.  Alexander Ruff served in World War II before returning to operate the farm.  The proponent reports 
that water from the stream is used to irrigate the crops and trees.   
 
The proponent wishes to honor his grandparents by naming the stream that is important to the farm.  He 
states that some of the original trees planted by his grandparents now stand 75 to 100 feet tall.  The 
proponent took over the farm in 1995 after his father passed away.  The farm operates under the name 
“Ruff’s Christmas Trees.”  When asked why the proposed name Ruffs Run should not be construed to 
publicize the farm, the proponent stated that it was his intention to honor the memory of his grandparents 
and not promote the business and that the stream will outlast the farm. 
 
The West Brunswick Township Board of Supervisors supports the proposal.  The North Manheim 
Township Board of Supervisors and the Schuylkill County Commissioners were asked to comment on the 
proposal, but no responses were received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The 
Pennsylvania State Names Authority has no objection. 
 
In accordance with the BGN's Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion.   
 
According to GNIS, there are no nearby features with names that include “Ruff.” 
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Change Pruess Lake (FID 1455927) to Preuss Lake, Utah 
(Bureau of Land Management) 

(Review List 433) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=38.884646&p_longi=-
114.0128633&fid=1455927 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Pruess Lake, a 300-acre reservoir in Millard County, to Preuss Lake.  
The reservoir is along Lake Creek and on land managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  The 
lake’s name commemorates George Karl (Charles) Ludwig Preuss (1803-1854), a cartographer and 
surveyor who accompanied John C. Fremont’s expeditions in the 1840s. 
 
Pruess Lake was impounded by Pruess Lake Dam, constructed in 1900.  Both names were entered into 
GNIS from the 1981 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Dams and Reservoirs List.  Pruess Lake has been 
labeled on USGS maps since 1949. 
 
Preuss (whose name reportedly rhymes with “grouse”) was born in present-day western Germany and was a 
surveyor for the Prussian government.  In 1834, he moved with his family to the United States and began 
working for the Office of Coast Survey.  Preuss joined three of John C. Fremont’s expeditions:  the first in 
1842, the second in 1843-1844, and the fourth in 1848-1849.  His journals, not published until 1954, 
revealed that he did not enjoy his travels and missed the comforts of home.  Preuss produced detailed maps 
of these expeditions and a detailed map of the Oregon Trail, which were used by later travelers and 
explorers.  After working intermittently as a cartographer following the Fremont expeditions, Preuss 
committed suicide in 1854. 
 
The proponent of the name change wrote a paper published in the Spring 2018 issue of the Utah Historical 
Quarterly, in which she summarized the history of the name “Preuss Lake” as given to several real and 
hypothesized lakes in western Utah.  The name was first used (and spelled as Preuss Lake) in an 1855 world 
atlas published by J. H. Colton.  Later cartographers assigned the name to various other features as they 
interpreted the local geography from different maps and reports.  The reservoir in question was shown at its 
present location (as Preuss Lake) in 1874.  In 1878, B.A.M. Froiseth’s New Section and Mineral Map of 
Utah spelled the name Pruess Lake and nearly all subsequent maps have used this spelling.  George M. 
Wheeler’s 1872 map Parts of Eastern and Southern Nevada and Southwestern Utah and Charles Mahon’s 
1878 Map of Utah Territory showed two lakes at the present location of Pruess Lake and labeled them as 
Mormon Lakes.  The latter name is not listed in GNIS. 
 
The Millard County Commission was asked to comment on the proposal, but no response was received, 
which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The Utah Committee on Geographic Names recommends 
approval of the proposed change, as does the BLM. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
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IV. Revised Decisions 
 

Change Pine Spring Creek (BGN 2017) (FID 2786895) to Wheeler Wilcox Creek, Wisconsin 
(Review List 430) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=43.20902&p_longi=-89.35314&fid=2786895 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Pine Spring Creek (BGN 2017), a 4.6-mile-long stream in the Town 
of Vienna, the Town of Westport, and the Village of Windsor in Dane County, to Wheeler Wilcox Creek. 
 
In early 2017 the BGN received a proposal from the Wisconsin Geographic Names Council, on behalf of 
the Dane County Planning Department, to make official the name Pine Spring Creek, citing use by a local 
conservation group and publication in village and county ordinances.  The name was approved by the BGN 
in June 2017.  However, after being informed of the BGN’s decision, the proponent contacted the BGN to 
report that he had since learned that the stream was already documented with the name Ella Wheeler 
Wilcox Creek.  This name commemorates the author and poet Ella Wheeler Wilcox (1850-1919); the 
stream flows past her childhood home.  While living in Wisconsin and before marrying Robert Wilcox, Ella 
Wheeler wrote her most famous poem “Solitude,” which is known for the line “Laugh, and the world laughs 
with you; Weep, and you weep alone.”  Her book Poems of Passion was published in 1883.  Following her 
marriage, she moved to Connecticut where she and her husband became interested in spiritualism.  She later 
wrote about spiritualism and reincarnation. 
 
The name Ella Wheeler Wilcox Creek was published in local planning reports and was also listed in The 
Romance of Wisconsin Place Names (Gard, 1968) and Dane County Place-Names (Cassidy, 1968).  The 
Dane County Planning Department is asking that the BGN revise its decision and approve the name Ella 
Wheeler Wilcox Creek instead (when informed of the BGN’s Long Names Policy, he agreed to shorten it to 
Wheeler Wilcox Creek).  He suggests the published name is preferred “rather than the uninspiring and 
generic ‘Pine Spring Creek.’”   
 
The proponent contacted the local jurisdictions, all of which had previously recommended approval of Pine 
Spring Creek.  The Westport Town Board and the Village of Windsor have responded that they support the 
change to Wheeler Wilcox Creek.  The Wisconsin Geographic Names Council also recommends approval.  
 
A copy of the proposal was forwarded to the Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin and the Winnebago Tribe of 
Nebraska, both of which are federally recognized tribes with an interest in Dane County.  No replies were 
received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
V. New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Blink Creek, Oregon 
(Willamette National Forest) 

(Review List 432) 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.641028&p_longi=-122.215663 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=43.628604&p_longi=-122.225233 
 
The new name Blink Creek is proposed for a one-mile-long tributary of South Fork Salt Creek in 
Willamette National Forest in Lane County.  The stream heads on the slopes of Wolf Mountain and flows 
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under a short bridge of the Union Pacific Railroad tracks between two tunnels.  The name is proposed 
because rail passengers could “blink and miss” the stream as they travel. 
 
The Oregon Geographic Names Board (OGNB) reports that the Lane County Commissioners support the 
proposal, while the Lane County Historical Society has no objection.  The OGNB also recommends 
approval, and the U.S. Forest Service has no objection. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion.   
 
GNIS does not list any other features in Oregon with “Blink” in their names. 
 

Riverwood Lake, Tennessee 
(Review List 433) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=35.163177&p_longi=-89.771935 
 
The new name Riverwood Lake is proposed for a 35-acre reservoir in the City of Memphis in Shelby 
County, and within the Riverwood Farms neighborhood.  The proponent, who is the Riverwood Farms 
Homeowners Association’s board secretary and treasurer, reports that the reservoir is known informally as 
Cordova Lake after a nearby unincorporated community.  However, no published references to this name 
could be found. 
 
The Mayor of Memphis supports the proposal for Riverwood Lake.  The Shelby County Mayor was asked 
to comment on the proposal, but no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  
The Tennessee State Names Committee recommends approval. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X: Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 


